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Traditional belief that the Baiajis were the descendants of
Balarama brother of Krishna is supported by the Belur
inscription where in it is claimed that the Banajigas were
"bom in the great and famous line of Baladeva1116. But they
also claimed that descent from Vasudeva and Malabhadra17.
This indicates that Balajas were formerly worshipping
Vaishnava Gods and in coursev of time accepted Saivisam.
They were the worshippers of Ganesvara and Gavaresvara
which signify that they were saivas18. R.S. Panchamukhi
is of the opinion that the Virabalajis were jains. But it is
difficult to accept his opinion.

In the course of evolution of these trading
communities various subcastes came into existence. Many
of these sub castes of Balajas specialised in different
aspects of trade. They spoke mostly Telugu language but
many of them could speak Tamil and Kannada also.
Among the various sub-castes of Balajas, the following
are the most important.They are :

(1) Dasu Balaja, (2) Akula Balaja or Thota Bateja,
(3) Dudi Balaja, (4) Gazula Balaja or Setti BaJaja, (5)
Puvula Balaja, (6) Nayudu Balaja, (7) Sukhamanchi
Balaja, (8) Judipalli Balaja (9) Rajamahendram or Musu
Kamma, (10) Uppu Balaja, (11) Gouni Balaja, (12) RaHa
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